PRAEEes

Happy New (Church)

Year!

What better way to celebrate the new

church year than by learning a little more about
why the church even follows a church year.
Recently, | learned that some Christians outside
of our Lutheran circles have never even heard of

a “church year”! Shocking! | simply noted that Christmas and
Easter are seasons in the church year, which even the non-
liturgical churches celebrate and include on their church

calendars!

As a little
refresher for you,
the following notes
on the church year
are from the book
Ceremony and
Celebration by Paul
Lang originally
published by
Concordia
Publishing House in
1965:

The church
year is a very
valuable and
important part
of the

“The church year is like the circle of
a spiral which is connected with the
preceding and following circles in
the spiral. The cycles of the church
year are the yearly round of life
lived in and with Christ and His
church, leading us year by year
upward and heavenward, as well as
connecting our life in the church on
earth with the lives of all the
Christians that lived before and

shall follow after us.”
— Paul Lana. Ceremonv and Celebration

ceremonial of the Lutheran liturgy. Without the church year the
church’s worship, the liturgy, is almost unthinkable. It would be
easier to think of the liturgy to exist without church buildings
than without the church year. All the Sundays, feast days, and
seasons with their yearly round of celebrations and
commemorations, as well as their Lessons and other propers,
are an integral part of the liturgy...




In its
present
structure,
the
church
yearis a
yearly

Kingdom
Season

Advent

] Christmas
Saints’ days can

be white or red

Epiphany

Sundays before
Sundays after Lent
Trinity

cycle
which
centers in
Easter or
rather the
old
Pascha, which included not only our Lord’s resurrection, but
also His passion and death. The cycle contains two sections, the
Easter section and the Christmas section. Both sections are built
up in the same way. Both begin with a season of preparation,
followed by the celebration of its central and related feasts, and
ending with a period of extension. Thus the Christmas section,
with which the church year now begins, starts with the
preparatory season of Advent, centers in the feasts of
Christmas and Epiphany, and closes with the extended
Epiphany period. The Easter section begins with Septuagesima,
the preparatory season of Lent and Passiontide, centers in the
feasts of the Resurrection, Ascension, and Pentecost, and ends
with the extension of the period after Pentecost or Trinity.
These sections are again divided into season, such as the
season of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, and so on, and
throughout the whole cycle occur feast days of apostles,
martyrs, and saints, as well as commemorations of events in
the life of the church. '®

May the Lord keep us steadfast in His Word!

Ever in Christ, Pastor Wegener

Trinity~
Pentecost J
Ascension

The Yord of the Lord
Remains fforeber- 1 Peter 1:25
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Grace Alone, Faith Alone, Christ Alone, Scripture Alone,

and to God Alone be the Glory!”

Worship Schedule: sundays @ 8:30 a.m.
Holy Communion is served every Sunday.

Monday Matins 9:30 a.m.
Advent Midweek services at Faith 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service at Faith 5:30 p.m.
New Year’s Eve Service at College Hill 6:00 p.m.
Bible Study Sundays 9:45 a.m.

Mondays 10:15 a.m.
Office hours:
Kie is taking a day off during the week, usually Tuesdays, but if
you need something you may call 231-5711.

Pastor John Wegener’s phone # 319-427-3098

His email address is prwegener@cfu.net

Web site: www.faithupontherock.com check it out.

LISTEN TO SERMONS previously recorded. If you have ideas of
things you would like to see on it, send them to Kie.

ADVENT DEVOTIONS, are on a table in the
narthex. If you want one and can’t come to
get it, please call the office, 236-1771, and
request one. Your deacon will be happy to
deliver one to you.
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A congregational supper is available
Advent Wednesdays beginning November 30

from 5:00-5:45 p.m. Bring a main dish and a side to
share. Come join us on Wednesdays during Advent.

CANCELLATIONS DUE TO BAD WEATHER will be on
KWWL TV. If the weather is bad and you wonder if we are having
church, watch for it on KWWL or www.KWW.L.com click on
weather then cancellations. Wednesday night classes are
cancelled if schools close.
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From our new Pastor:
Dear Fellow Saints in Christ,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord!

The new Church year is upon us. We have observed the Sunday
of the Fulfillment and considered anew what it means to be prepared
for our Savior’s return to gather His elect. But now, with Advent, we
start all over again. The liturgical year provides the framework for the
very rhythm of our existence together, especially in worship. Much
like Ne w Y e a r,thesbegihring of a new Church year signifies the
turning of a page in our collective life together.

For you (the congregation of Faith) and for me (and my family) the
page is most certainly turning. Indeed, | think it is right to say, a new
chapter is beginning. Our gracious Lord, in His good pleasure, led
you to call me as your next pastor. Compounding the pleasure, He
has led me to accept His call in service to you, His beloved flock.
The Lord is good — always.

Yet while a new chapter is beginning, we find ourselves oddly
separated for a time. The terms of my wife’s contract with her
employer require 120 days advanced notice of termination. She
notified them on Reformation Day — October 31%. They simply asked
her to honor the terms of her contract for the sake of her patients.
After some discussion, my wife and | decided (especially based on
Matthew 5:37 and James 5:12) to honor the contract which she had
signed. Good news for her employer and patients, but not so good
news for Faith. This means an installation and start date around the
beginning of Lent (late February / early March).

Until then, | can only ask you for your gracious patience and
understanding. To be sure, we do not take this delay lightly. We
know very well that vacancy time is hard, in manifold ways. Frankly,
it is our fervent desire to come now. However, we believe no other
alternative is morally accountable in regard to my wife’s contract. So
we call upon the name of the Lord, asking Him to guide us in our
circumstance and to endure through patience. While we wait, | will
continue to keep the members of Faith in my prayers as | (we) look
forward to joining our new family in Christ.

As we wait, | offer some biographical information about me and
my family. | was born in Illinois in 1970 and lived my entire childhood
in Hoffman Estates, IL (my mother continues to live in that house; my
father died in December 1990). | was baptized in September 1970 at
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in Schaumburg, IL where my family held
membership. Shortly after graduating from high school, | joined the
United States Marine Corp. | served four years in the Marine Corps
and was honorably discharged in December 1992. While serving, |
spent time at Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville, AL, Camp Lejeune, NC,



an 8 month tour of duty in the Gulf War and one year at Okinawa,
Japan.

Upon discharge, | continued to take college courses as | had been
doing while in the Marine Corps. In 1995 | transferred to the
University of Illinois (Urbana) where | subsequently earned a BA in
Sociology. Upon graduation from U of 1 in 1997, | began taking
courses at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, IN in the
Master of Arts in Theology program. | was awarded the MAT in 2000.
| then worked in a managerial capacity for three years in materials
management.

After much prayerful contemplation and prompting by the Spirit, |
returned to the seminary in May 2003 in the Masters of Divinity
program. | graduated in February 2006 at which time | joined some
fellow students on a Synod funded trip to Madagascar to learn and
observe how human care is a present reality in the daily life of the
Lutheran Church there. | was then ordained into the holy ministry on
April 23, 2006 at Apostles Lutheran Church in Melrose Park, IL and
installed at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Walnut, IL on April 30,
2006 (where | have served for 10%2 years).

My wife, Carrie, was born in Kingfisher, Oklahoma in 1983 and
was baptized into God’s family on July 31 of the same year at
Messiah Lutheran Church in Oklahoma City. Carrie grew up in
Okarche, OK which is a small town northwest of Oklahoma City with
a population of about 1100. Her parents live in Edmond, OK and her
father has a dental practice in Okarche. Carrie attended Oklahoma
State University in Stillwater and earned a BS in Biology in 2005.
She then attended Northeastern State University Oklahoma College
of Optometry (NSUOCO) in Tahlequah, OK and earned her Doctorate
in Optometry in 2009. Upon graduation, Carrie accepted a position at
Bard Optical in Sterling, IL where she worked until October 2011.
She then accepted a position with CGH Medical Center in Dixon, IL
where she has worked for 5 years.

Carrie and | were united in Holy Matrimony on August 14, 2011 at
Zion Lutheran Church in Bensenville, IL with the Reverend Adrian
Sherrill presiding. Our Lord has blessed us with three children (so
far): Henry David turned 4 years old on October 20™; Elizabeth Mae
was born on April 2, 2014; and Hannah Eve arrivedonFat her s’ D
of this year (June 19). We have told the kids about our new church
we will be going to and about our imminent move to Waterloo — they
seem to be fine with it as long as we can take all the Legos, the
Thomas the Train table, the Bitty Baby stuff and ... etc. etc. It'll all be
good.

Until then, we keep you in our prayers and ask that we be kept in
your prayers — that our Lord would graciously bless our transition
despite a less-than-ideal timetable. This we know with certainty: He
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works all things for the good of those who love Him (Romans 8:28).
His Word and promise never fail. Trust in the Lord always.
Wishing you abundant blessings during Advent and great joy in the
celebration of Christmas!

In the bond of faith, Pastor David M Menet

OFFICIAL ACTS:

Transfer out: Quentin Knapp to Mt Calvary, Beverly Hills, CA
Josh & Geoff Miller to College Hill Lutheran, CF
Release: Barb Early

New Addresses:

Jeremy & Paula Hinz, 1306 Fulton St. Waterloo, 50707

Searle White, Ravenwood Specialty Care, 2651 St. Francis Dr.
A 25, Waterloo, 50702

Louis Dawson, new phone # 939-1763

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP

We know children can be a handful in a worship service. We believe
God wants your children to be part of the worship time and so do we.
You can begin training them as
soon as they can sit by themselves. To

help you, here are some suggestions.
First - Worship with them, teaching them
the pattern of worship. Folding hands
during prayers is a good place to begin
and standing when the congregation
does. As they get older teach them to
follow the service in the hymnal or with a
large print bulletin. Teach them the
hymns so they can sing with you. During
the sermon, let them color or play
quietly.

And finally — they are children and
will not be perfect. We expect an occasional “melt down” so hang in
there. There is a cry room where you can sit and listen to the service
till your child calms down. You can take your bulletin with you and
follow along and you can even see the service through the large
window looking in to the sanctuary.

I -~
Whoever
welcomes this
little child in

my name
welcomes me;
and whoever
welcomes me
welcomes the one
who sent me.”
Luke 9:48

There is a new flower chart on the bulletin board
You can sign up to provide flowers for the altar to celebrate or
memorialize someone’s birthday, anniversary or other occasion.
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HOSPITAL STAY - pastor Wegener will visit the hospitals.

However, the hospital will not call us to let us know when one of our
members is admitted. If you know ahead of time that you are going to
be hospitalized, please indicate that on your record of fellowship or
speak with Pastor. If you are admitted suddenly, call or have a friend
or relative call the church office for you.

A NEW OPPORTUNITY FOR MUSIC LESSONS is

available at the College Hill Conservatory. Housed at College Hill
Lutheran Church, the conservatory provides individual music
lessons on flute, clarinet, saxophone, bassoon, trumpet,
euphonium, trombone/bass bone, tuba, and piano in a supportive
and Christian environment. Lessons will begin in January 2017 for
$18/half-hour. All ages and abilities are welcome. Email
chconservatory@gmail.com or call Samuel Ogilvie at 507-440-
0029 for more information or to schedule a lesson.

Christmas Caroling

We will meet at the church to go caroling to our
shut-ins on December 10 at 2:30 p.m. Afterward
we will meet back at the church for a social time.
Everyone is invited to joins us. Call Becky
Wagner, 231-3650, or the church office, if you
can help with anything. Please volunteer to be at the church
preparing soup for all to enjoy when the carolers return, if you
choose not to sing. We will also set up the Christmas tree.

Order your poinsettia for the church
by signing up on the bulletin board by December
18. The price this year will be $11.00, which
includes delivery to the church. Put your
payment in an envelope or mark your check for
Poinsettia.

SERMONS/SERVICES FOR SHUT-INS, now on our

website: faithupontherock.com
The Council is recording the services for our
members that cannot attend church regularly.
Some people, without computers, may need
them delivered. If you would be interested in
helping to deliver recordings or receive them,
please contact Jeff Elbert, your deacon, or the office, 236-1771.
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Remember Our Shut-Ins:

Steve Boyken and Kathy Boyken, Sunset Nursing, 235 N Mill St.,
P.O Box 383, Denver, 1A 50622, Kathy: 984-5092

Rande Galle, 425 Allen St. #215, Waterloo 50701, 404-8187

Jennifer Holman, 2204 Rainbow Dr. Waterloo, 50701

Ardie Holmes, 2104 Parrish, Cedar Falls, 50613

Peggy King, 2824 Violet Dr., Waterloo 50701

Leona Jeanne Perkins, 203 Lake St., Cedar Falls 50613

Eddie Swaim, 3720 Village Place, Friendship Village #6308, 02

Gleneva Wardius, 707 5™ St, PO Box 26, Dike IA 50624

Searle White, Ravenwood Specialty Care, 2651 St Francis Dr.
A 25, Waterloo, 50702

WOMEN OF FAITH met November 8 with a great turnout

of 13 women present. A huge thank-you to Pam Klima for her
presentation on her trip to South America. It was very enjoyable
and interesting. Also, thanks to Ann Wiechert for providing
delicious soups and goodies. Our next meeting will be the
Christmas party on Tuesday December 13, 6:30 p.m. at Faith.
Everyone is to bring a snack to share. All women are invited to
attend.

THE YOUTH GROUP will not meet in December.
FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP ror October

Giving back as we’ve been blessed!

Total undesignated. $14,602.70
Required to meet budget $17,888.05
Status. - $3,286.05
Status Year To Date. - $ 686.13

2017 Offering Envelopes

Your offering envelopes for 2017 have
been or will be put in your mailbox. If you
don’t have a mailbox and would need to
have someone deliver them to you, call the
office, 236-1771, and | will let your Deacon
know. Thanks, Kie

The envelopes for the confirmed youth are
on the table in the narthex as they would
not fit into the mailboxes with their parents.
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CONFIRMATION and WEDNESDAY CLASS

During the month of December classes on Wednesday will be
taking time off until after Christmas break. Classes will resume
January 11 at College Hill on the same schedule. We will continue
to meet with students at College Hill as long as Pastor Wegener is
serving us as our vacancy pastor.
“And you my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; you will
go on before the Lord to prepare the way for Him. . .. Luke 1:76

SUNDAY SCHOOL

Advent: a time of preparation for the coming of our Lord Jesus. A

promise fulfilled, a Savior which is Christ the Lord, the One who

would redeem us from our sins. The Sunday school students are

preparing to share this good news. Practices for the Christmas

service are each Sunday during the regular class time. We are

learning music, recitations, readings and “preparing” for the birth

of our Savior. They will be prepared to present this to one and all,

family and friends on Sunday, December 18 at 4:00 p.m. A great

and joyful opportunity to support or youth and “prepare” your

hearts. Please come and join us.

December 18 will also be a lesson and activities on “The Birth of

Jesus” from Luke 2:1-20 during the Sunday School hour.

No Classes on Sunday December 25 and January 1.

A BIG THANKS to staff, students, families and all those helping in

big and small ways.

“For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given and the government

will b eon His shoulders. And He will be called Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. "
Isaiah 9:6

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE
JESUS, BORN for US

The Children’s Christmas Service will be held on
Sunday,
December 18" at 4:00 p.m.

December Practices:
December 4: 9:45 -11:15 a.m.
December 11: 9:45 - 11:15 a.m.

Dress Rehearsal December 17" CHRUTMAS

from 10:00-12:30




We need your help Sunday School students receive a gift
bag of fruit, peanuts and candy from the church each year at the
close of their worship service. We need donations of items to fill the
bags or monetary gifts to purchase them. Volunteers are also needed
to prepare the bags. This would need to be done before Sunday the
18™. If you can help in any way, please contact Deb or Vickey Smith.
We are very thankful for your help! The students enjoy tis long
Christmas tradition at Faith.

We support three missionary families spreading God'’s love and
forgiveness to the world. Please pray and consider financially
supporting the Rev. David Preus and family in the Dominican
Republic, Rev. Micah Wildauer and family in Togo, and David
Federwitz and family in Ghana.

Also check out their Websites: lcms.org/Wildauer,
Icms.org/Preus, and LBT.org (Federwitz) There are newsletters
from all three Missionary families on the bulletin board.

December Anniversaries
1 Rich & Julie Calvert (03)
6 Hermann & Christie Hinz (41)

26 Jaclyn & Charlie Stoakes (01)

27 Roger & Dixie Gerholdt (31)

27 Steve & Pam Woolery (12)

31 Michael & JoAnn Mann (46)

December Birthdays
Christie Hinz

Kelby Hinz

Carey Frost

Amelia Craigo, Evan Dalluge
Jaclyn Stoakes, Paris Smith-Walker
Nate Smith

11 Ardeth Holmes

12 Audrey Hilmer

16 Kevin Diercks, Becky Wagner
17 Joyce McBride,

20 Anthony Goebel

22 Janelle Beck, Izabell Hilmer
25 Marcus Meeks Jr.

26 Gaylord Carter

27 Alex Galloway

28 Teri Mason

30 Joey Reiners

00 ~NO 0Ol WE
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CHURCH LIBRARY and Cry Room

Please stop in and browse. You can take the
pamphlets for yourself and also to share with
friends that may have questions.

So many people do so much

around our church that may go unnoticed. Here
are some things that have been noticed:

1 Thank you for helping to take down the
crosses: Kenny Maas, Gene Johnson and
is grandson, John Dalluge, Jeff Elbert,
Paul Collins, Jim & Becky Dalluge, and Kie

1 Thanks to Kenny Maas for putting a new electrical outlet on
the outside of the church to plug the Nativity lights in to.

1 Thank you to Deb Smith for planning and leading the
children for the Christmas service.

1 Thanks to the Galloways for setting up the Nativity.

I Thanks to Lucas Tanney and Paul Collins for leading the
Sunday morning Bible class.

I’'m sure there are things | am missing. All is appreciated!
If you have noticed something or someone that should be
recognized, please notify Kie, faithluth@aol.com

Big Brothers Big Sisters, December 9, 7:30 a.m.
Be our Guest and Make a Difference!

For over 50 years, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northeast lowa has
changed the way children in our community grow.

Join us on December 9th to celebrate!

The Start Something Big Breakfast combines a delicious
breakfast, exciting silent auction and wine raffle, the opportunity to
meet our Littles and see first-hand how your support truly makes a
difference for children's lives in our community.

All proceeds of the Start Something Big Breakfast will support
one-to-one mentoring of youth facing adversity in our community.
Be our guest and make a difference, one child at a time.

Individual Reservation: $25.00,Breakfast for One (1) Guest

lowabigs.org for more information
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Do you have information that you would like to share
with the congregation? Please bring it or e-mail it to the office,
Faithluth@aol.com, by December 17 to be included in the
January Rock.

The Lutheran Hour-
The Lutheran Hour can be heard each Sunday morning on the
following stations:  6:30 a.m. on WMT 600 AM

7:30 a.m. on KCHA 1580 AM

8:00 a.m. on KWAY 1470 AM

5:30 a.m. on KXEL 1540 AM

7:30 a.m. on WHO 1040 AM

December 4, "Wait Until He Comes!"

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz

A broken world waits, yearns, and hopes for restoration. Jesus
has already done everything to make that restoration a reality.
(Isaiah 11:1-10)

December 11, "Let the Adventure Begin"

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz

In Christ, all of life is an adventure, one that is full of His promise
and hope. (Isaiah 35:1-10)

December 18, "Peace On Earth, Peace That Lasts"

Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz

What is the key to real and lasting peace on earth? Jesus, God
with us. (Matthew 1:18-25)

December 25, "What We Really Want"

Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
What do you want this Christmas? Jesus is God's greatest gift to a
sinful world. (Galatians 4:4-5)

LUthCl ans Equipping Lutherans to be
F()l‘ Llfc (,in\pcl—nn)ti\urcd voices For Life

The FAITH LIFE TEAM served dinner to the pastors of the

Waterloo and Westgate circuits on November 8.
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We appreciate our LCMS pastors for their support for LIFE and 5
of them going to pray at Planned Parenthood. We will also
purchase the Life Sunday inserts for the churches.

Tttt
Pennies for Lifel

Thank God and your mother for making the right choice
concerning your life! There are many who live in darkness
and are not well informed by God’s Word to make wise, choices
concerning life issues. These issues range from abortion to
physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia, from cloning and
embryonic stem cell research to chastity and trusting Christ who
came into the world as the Light to give value and hope to all
humanity. Start saving your pennies and other change for
January so we can reach out and inform more of the value that
God places on every life.

TrPesefefsrsss

Hurting from

Abortion?
WORD of HOPE can
help.
www.word-of-hope.org 1l
nelordhﬁup
CONFIDENTIAL el i
CARI NG andgfgfm%:zlézgeuce.

+++++++

Alternatives Pregnancy Center
1006 Decathlon Dr. Waterloo, 50701
Offering Christian Compassion, Counsel and Care
for those facing an unexpected pregnancy.
Call or text 319 -525-2720
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www.issuesetc.org

talkback@issuesetc.org
www.facebook.com/issuesetc
Studio Line: (877) 623-6943

You can listen to what you want when you want at
www.issuesetc.org and on the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.

A MOBILE LUTHERAN BIBLE STUDY...Issues, Etc. is a radio
talk show hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken and produced by
Lutheran Public Radio in Collinsville, IL. This week's topics
include: John the Baptist Prepares the Way, Jesus Changes
Water into Wine, Noah, Andrew the Apostle and more. You can
listen to what you want when you want at www.issuesetc.org and
on the Lutheran Public Radio mobile app.

Valley LutheranSchool
4520 Rownd St., Cedar Falls

www.viscrusaders.orqg
Phone: 319.266.4565 Fax 319.266.4054

“Where Faith and Knowledge
Grow as One!”

VALLEY LUTHERAN SCHOOL’S ANNUAL COOKIE
WALK

Do you like to bake for Christmas? If you answered no, you don’t
want to miss out on Valley Lutheran School’'s Annual Cookie Walk
Saturday, December 17 from 9:00 A.M. — 1:00 P.M. in the Multi-
purpose Room of the school. There will be homemade Christmas
cookies, bars, candy and more to purchase for $7.00 per pound. If
you answered yes, please feel free to donate homemade baked
goods to be sold at the Cookie Walk. Please bring your
homemade baked goods to Valley Lutheran on Friday, December
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16 before 4:00 P.M. If any of the items contain nuts, please label
accordingly.

Enjoy free coffee and apple cider after you are done filling your
tray with goodies. Door prizes will also be given away. Hope to
see everyone there!

SERVICE DAY CHANGED TO JANUARY 11

Due to circumstances out of our control we are pushing our
service day to Wednesday, January 11th.

Valley students will have the opportunity to serve in a couple of
different ways. Some students will be able to go out and serve in
the community; while some will be staying at Valley to help make
tie blankets to donate to Alternatives and residents at nursing
homes.

Fleece donations of 1 yard or 2 yards or money towards fleece
can still be brought into the office. We will make smaller blankets
for Alternatives and the 2 yard

blankets will be donated to residents at nursing homes. Thank you
so much to those who have already donated! You are so
appreciated. More details yet to come!

VALLEY CLOTHING IS NOW ONLINE!!

You can now order clothing online and have it shipped
directly to your home!! Go to
http://teamstore.gtmsportswear.com/valleylutheranschool
There will be more items added later. Happy shopping!

WINDOW CLINGS we once again have window clings for

your vehicle. We are selling them for $10 and you can buy them in
the office. Sales will support our Athletic Department.

The 8th Grade class is hosting a fundraiser for the 8th grade class trip.

The Christmas Gift Shop

The Christmas Gift Shop will be open for shoppers in the library on
December 16th , 19th, and 20th. The shop will be held at school and
allows all students an opportunity to purchase holiday gifts for family
members and friends. The Christmas Shop will function with all items
priced at $1.00. We hope to have a wide variety of items; something for
everyone! (parents, grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles, dogs and cats)
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In December, we will send home a form for you to fill out with your
student. On that form, you will list the people that your student will be
shopping for. The money will be due at that time as well.

We Need Your Help! Please help this fun event be a success by
donating new or gently used gifts for the shop! 8th grade will be
accepting any kind of (non-food) gift donations until December 9tn.
Some examples of items we would like would be soaps, lotions, small
tools, Christmas ornaments, figurines, small toys, notepads, fishing lures,
unique pens/pencils, key chains, coffee mugs, broaches, pet supplies,
DVDs, CDs, books, etc. A donation box will be placed in the entry way
for you or your student to drop off items. Thank you for your support!

If you have any questions please contact Mrs. McCready:
Kristen.mccready@vlscrusaders.org

IOWA LUTHERAN STO (ILSTO)

Time is short — December 31 is just around the corner! The lowa
Lutheran School Tuition Organization (ILSTO) still needs your
help raising funds that will provide financial assistance for
students to attend Lutheran Schools in lowa including Valley
Lutheran School. If you choose to donate to the lowa Lutheran
STO, you will receive a 65% tax credit on your lowa taxes and a
possible charitable contribution on your federal form. You may get
as much as 90% or more of your money back in credits or
deductions. Your donation needs to be postmarked no later than
December 31. Tax credits are available on a first come first serve
basis. The closer you donate to the deadline, please call to make
sure credits are available. For more information about donating to
the ILSTO please visit www.iowalutheransto.org or
www.iowasto.org or call Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991.
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